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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG PFOR BH 

SUBJECT: EUEL SITUATION IN BELIZE 

REE: BELIZE 637 NOT AL 

1. THE ESSO REGIONAL OFEICE IN GUATEMALA WHICH PROVIDES ALL 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS IN BULK HERE HAS PROMISED THE GOB THAT BELIZE 
WILL RECEIVE A FULL SHIPMENT OF FUELF AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS ON 
DECEMBER 17. THE TOTAL SHIPMENT WILL BE APPROXIMATELY 2.5 
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MILLION GALLONS. ALL OF IT WILL COME EROM ARUBA, INSTEAD OF 
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JAMAICA AS IT HAS IN THE PAST. RETAIL PRICES WILL INCREASE AP- 
PROXIMATELY 40 PERCENT OVER CURRENT LEVELS WHEN THE NEW SHIPMENT 
REACHES THE MARKET. 

2. ESSO ALSO TOLD THE GOB THAT IT CANNOT MAKE ANY COMMITMENTS 
ABOUT SHIPMENTS AFTER DECEMBER 17. BELIZE NORMALLY OPERATES ON 
A 45-DAY REPLENISHMENT CYCLE. ESSO WILL MAKE A SHIPMENT TO 
BELIZE AT THE END OE JANUARY, BUT MOST LIKELY AT A LEVEL CON- 
SIDERABLY BELOW 2.5 MILLION GALLONS. ALSO THE MAKE-UP OF THE 
JANUARY SHIPMENT IS STILL UNDETERMINED. ESSO HAS ADVISED THE 
GOB TO TAKE CONSERVATION MEASURES NOW. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO THE WARNING EROM ESSO THE GOB HAS INSTITUTED 
THE EOLLOWING MEASURES: 

A. EUEL AVAILABILITIES TO GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS IS BEING 
LOWERED BY 20 PERCENT EEEECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. HOW EACH DEPARTMENT 
ALLOCATES ITS AVAILABLE EUEL WILL BE ITS RESPONSIBILITY. 

B. DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME WILL BEGIN AT MIDNIGHT DECEMBER 5. 

C. AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OE DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME STORES 
MAY REMAIN OPEN ONLY UNTIL 6 P.M., EXCEPT SATURDAY WHEN THEY 
CAN OPEN EROM 7 P.M. TO 9 P.M. 

D. PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE EXPORTED EXCEPT UNDER 
LICENSE. 

E. SALE OE EUEL TO VEHICLES WITH FOREIGN LICENSE PLATES 
WILL BE FORBIDDEN. 

F. ALL GAS STATIONS WILL BE CLOSED EROM 6 P.M. SATURDAY 
UNTIL 6 A.M. MONDAY. 

G. THE SPEED LIMIT ON HIGHWAYS HAS BEEN LOWERED FROM 50 
TO 40 MILES PER HOUR. 

4. THE KEY PETROLEUM PRODUCT FOR BELIZE IS DIESEL EUEL. DIESEL 
POWERS THE TRUCKS WHICH BRING IN THE SUGAR CANE AND POWERS THE 
TUGS WHICH BRING THE SUGAR TO BELIZE CITY. IT ALSO PROVIDES 
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THE POWER EOR THE CITRUS PROCESSING INDUSTRY. MOST EUND AMENT AL, 
ALL ELECTRIC POWER IN THE COUNTRY IS PRODUCED WITH DIESEL 
GENERATORS. THUS, SIGNIEICANT REDUCTIONS IN DIESEL SHIPMENTS 
BY ESSO WOULD DEAL A CRIPPLING BLOW TO THE BELIZEAN ECONOMY. 

WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DEVELOP DATA ON MINIMUM NEEDS TO KEEP 
ESSENTIAL SERVICES AND INDUSTRIES EUNCTIONING. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE INFORM APPROPRIATE AGENCIES THAT 
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VEHICLES, YACHTS, VESSELS AND TRANSIENT AIRCRAET CALLING AT 
BELIZE MAY WELL EIND IT DIEFICULT, IE NOT IMPOSSIBLE, TO BUY 
EUEL DURING THE COMING MONTHS. DRISCOLL 
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